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Dear Donors June  2019 

Telijah P Brown University (transfer from community college) 

Nearly everyday I take out my Brown University Welcome packet in disbelief. I 
trace my fingers along the glossy black ink that indicates my name. I stare in 
awe at my very generous financial aid package which includes a full-ride and a 
small stipend. I release a deep sigh of relief for a dream realized. 

I am not in disbelief because I do not feel worthy or intelligent, far from that! I 
know that Brown University will be privileged to have me there. But one thing 
my experiences have taught me is that sometimes, oftentimes when you come 
from poverty, intelligence, wit, and charisma isn't always enough. We are taught that in America anybody 
can make it, but this simply isn't true. Access to resources matter a lot and our success is often dependent 
on our environment. Many promising students from poor backgrounds fall through the cracks. This too is my 
story. 
 
From elementary school I was identified as gifted and talented. I loved school because in a world where I 
was ignored I felt validated and seen. I won several science fair awards. I often made perfect scores on 
state tests, and every year I graduated with honors. By the time I finished high school I was ranked number 
7 in a class of over 350 graduating seniors. Oddly enough I came from a family that actively opposed going 
to college, favoring missionary service instead. 
 
While most of my classmates were in college I was drifting between off jobs and unemployment. During that 
time I became homeless twice. I tried to learn a trade and even gained a welding license, but that simply 
wasn't the path for me. I will always be grateful for the help I received but I often felt belittled waiting my turn 
at the food pantry or renewing my food stamp benefits at the Human Resource Administration. I could see 
the cycle of helplessness continuing through me, but I knew I had more potential.  
 
Around this time I contacted my old high school teacher Mrs. Kravetz to let her know that I was thinking of 
returning to school. I was ashamed of myself because many of my old classmates had already graduated 
college and were in the middle of successful careers. Some were even finishing up medical school or their 
PhD dissertations. Mrs  Kravetz not only didn't judge me, but she told me that I could apply for the 11 1/2 St. 
Scholarship. She told me “You may have started late, but your education will have so much more meaning 
for you now,” and she was right! The money I was awarded went directly to school costs at the community 
college I was attending. It helped me to take care of a gap in my financial aid that if not covered would have 
been a serious barrier for me in continuing school that semester. The award went beyond financial help, it 
boosted my morale. I felt accountable and I didn't want to let anyone down. I became aware of the fact that I 
was not alone and I had a team of supporters. I saw that I was worth investing in.  
 
Thinking on the generosity of those who donated to the scholarship has carried me through. I excelled in my 
classes, established strong relationships with professors and like-minded high achieving ambitious 
students, became a research assistant, got involved with and led a number of civic activities on campus all 
while holding down several jobs and attending school full-time. It was not easy, but this was my second 
chance and I was determined to make it worthwhile. I was eventually awarded several study abroad 
scholarships and have spent 6 months out of the past year in Asia, studying Chinese and completing an 
internship. I was accepted to Brown, Wellesley, Smith, Mount Holyoke, and several colleges in the City 
University of New York.  
 
I am more optimistic than ever as I continue to create my future, but this future was not created alone. I owe 
thanks to people like yourself who have given me hope. It is my dream to intersect my love for Linguistics 
and Cognitive Science with my interest in Data Science. I aspire to take advantage of as many resources as 
I can at Brown University. I aspire to become a Natural Language Processing or Machine Learning 
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Engineer. I aspire to create my own initiatives to encourage students of color in poor communities, African-
American communities in particular, to learn a foreign language and learn about tech. I aspire to build 
wealth so another talented student with unfortunate life circumstances doesn't fall through the cracks, and I 
know that I will because I have seen that I have a community of support beside me, a community that you 
are a part of.  
 
Yohana F University of Texas at Austin (NSHS Class of 2018, end of freshman year) 

First off, I would like to start by thanking you all who have contributed to my education and to all of the other 
recipients as well. I cannot thank you all enough for giving me the opportunity to continue an education after 
high school. I never saw myself or even imagined being able to attend the University of Texas at Austin, but 
that was made possible thanks to the contribution of you all. The 11 ½ St Foundation scholarship helped me 
be able to not only to pay for my living expenses in Austin, TX, but also to pay for my books, which were not 
as cheap as I was expecting them to be.  
 
I am now almost done with my first year of college and I can honestly say that it has been one of the most 
memorable school years I have had by far. The first semester was quite rough for me. I was having a hard 
time adjusting to the very different environment, lifestyle, and the huge campus in general. I was most 
definitely not prepared for such big classrooms full of hundreds of students and to be living on my own. 
However, I soon learned that it was just a new different way of living that I had to get adjusted to. The 
second semester of my freshman year was definitely a lot better. I was able to network with a lot of new 
people that made me realize that I wanted to change my major to Advertising. This past March I also had 
the privilege to volunteer for a big event that takes place in Austin called South by Southwest (SXSW). It 
was such a great experience being able to network with people who worked for big corporations and I was 
even able to meet various You Tube influencers who gave me such great advice. Not only that, but I was 
also able to participate in the annual 40 for 40 event held at the University of Texas at Austin in which we 
were trying to fundraise as much money as we could in just 40 hours. The event was so successful that we 
even exceeded our goal of 2 million dollars, raising a little over 3 million dollars to go towards the university.  
 
Overall, I can say that my freshman year at the University of Texas at Austin was such a fun and learning 
experience. Despite having so much trouble adjusting to this new environment and this new city, I can 
honestly say that I would not change my experience here for anything else and I cannot thank you all 
enough because this would not have been possible without the contribution you all provide to the 11 ½ St 
foundation. I really hope that after I graduate, I can help contribute to this amazing foundation just like you 
all are doing! Again, thank you so much for this opportunity! I can’t wait to see what the rest of my college 

career will consist of!  
 
Crystal G Texas State University (NSHS Class of 2018, end of second year) 

This scholarship made a huge difference into my second year of college. I would like to thank all of the 
sponsors who made it possible for each student who face obstacles during the school year and aren’t able 
to provide proper funding for themselves. This year I was able to utilize my scholarship money by paying for 
books, access codes, and utility bills.  
 
Going into my sophomore year was a lot scarier than my first. I changed my major my second semester of 
my freshman year to nursing. Taking that into consideration, I knew what I was getting myself into. That is, 
harder courses and a lot more studying than usual! This year I had mental breakdowns, second thoughts, 
and sleepless nights. But I did not let that discourage me from the reason I came to college in the first place. 
To help children, to become a better person myself, and lastly become the first in my family to receive a 
college degree. My parents motivated me every day and that was more than enough to continue this path. 
Of course, financially, I couldn’t have done it without the 11 ½ St. Foundation. Especially being a multi-year 
recipient.  
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Again, thank you to every donor who made this possible. College students struggle every day. Knowing 
there are educators, leaders, and mentors giving a helping hand out to us makes me so grateful. I have 
gained so much from being away and independent. College itself is very difficult. One day my generation 
will make a difference and I give it all to you for making it possible. 
 

Kimberly G HCC (NSHS Class of 2018, end of freshman year) 

I hope this letter find the donors of 11 ½ St. Foundation well. I would like to start by saying thank you for 
your support and making it possible for me to attain a higher education.  Last year I received the 11 ½ St. 
foundation scholarship and was elated that I had people who believed in me and invested in not only me, 
but my future.  
My freshman year I decided to do my basics but not limit myself to just that. I talked with professors and 
asked for any extra study materials that I could access outside of class to enrich my learning experience. 
Since it was my first year taking classes in a college, I did not know what to expect and wanted to focus on 
just my schooling. The 11 ½ St. scholarship made that possible - my first semester I was able to pay for my 
classes and buy or rent my books without having to worry how I would have to pay for it. I was able to focus 
more on studying techniques, time management, and how to prioritize assignments. Second semester I 
decided to work to start saving up for UHD in the fall and felt prepared because I had already established a 
pattern of studying the previous semester and I believe I could manage both (which I did). Working while 
attending school was a bit challenging at first but I was able to do it knowing I had people who believed in 
me since the very beginning.  
None of this would have been possible without the help of the amazing 11 ½ St. foundations donors which I 
will forever be grateful for. Being a first-generation college student, I did not know what to expect and what 
would be needed, but this scholarship helped me not feel as lost and supported me in helping me with my 
future. This fall I am planning to attend UHD once I finalize my transcript. Thank you again.  
 
Judith M Dartmouth College (NSHS Class of 2019) 

I was atop a mountain. Literally sitting on a waterfall, I did what you can only do - look out into the beautiful 
blue sky and perfectly white, puffy clouds above pine trees which emanated the vibrant green surrounding 
me, and the boulders chipped white which would eventually form rocks. I had never seen anything like it. I 
couldn’t have fathomed such beauty, and where I came from… let’s be honest, I would’ve never had the 
opportunity to be where I found myself that particular afternoon, a couple days before beginning my first-
year classes at Dartmouth College; on the Appalachian Trail.  
 
I felt so insignificant, and my achievements, pointless. I realized the value in being minimized: 
understanding that there is much more to life than material gains, and more to life than me. I understood my 
newfound mission – to strive for my unconstrained dreams, but to always appreciate what is right in front of 
me. In front of me was water, in front of me were trees, in front of me were people.  
 
With the help of these people, I was able to make it to the top of the mountain where I experienced an 
immense sense of peace, where I realized everything would be okay even if I do only what I can. But “only 
what I can” is a heck of a lot. And continuing trips to mountain tops will be a continuous reminder of my 
fragility, and of my mission. Paradoxical, right? This is the mystery I try to unravel, and the Beauty of it all.  
 
Thank you for helping me reach the top of the mountain. I too will guide others to the tops of their 
mountains, for such Beauty is served justice only when it is witnessed by many.  
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Ashley F University of Texas at Austin (NSHS Class of 2017) 

I want to start off by saying thank you. I had so many doubts about going to UT at first, but once I was blessed with 

your donation, I knew I was making the right decision. The donation didn’t only help financially, but it really helped 

motivate me. If someone was willing to donate $1,000 to me, I was doing something right. 

College was very interesting, especially since it was my first year. I didn’t join any groups and I barely hung out with 

anyone, but it’s not like I didn’t do that here. Though it sounds like I was a complete loser, I did branch out, met 

fantastic people, including professors, and learned about great clubs and organizations. Next semester I even plan on 

joining an organization that allows me to read to kids at school, which will help me become stronger educator if I do 

pursue the career of a teacher (It’s a thought I have been having.) Though I struggled my first semester with grades, I 

came out swinging with three A’s and one B, which wouldn’t have happened again without the motivation of the 

scholarship! My freshman year was a success, at least to me, and I couldn’t have done it with your help!  

As I started my letter, I will end it the same way: thank you so much. You have given me an opportunity of a lifetime. I 

will prove to everyone that this donation wasn’t a waste, but an investment on a future animator, and maybe even 

on a teacher. Thank you for believing in me and for allowing me to believe in myself. 

 

Jean Marie L Austin College (NSHS Class of 2016, end of sophomore year) 

My name is Jean Marie Luundo, a 2017 11 ½ St Foundation Scholarship recipient.  Thank you for donating 
and investing in tomorrow’s world leaders! Without this prestigious scholarship and the entirety of each 
donor’s generosity, our lives here in this country may not have been the same.  
 
Growing up in the Democratic Republic of Congo, I was able to achieve a sense of humbleness that I will 
not lose while spending time here in the United States. I hope that one day I will be able to contribute to the 
lives of a global youth in need of a better education. Each and every single donor’s generosity will not be 
taken for granted. This particular scholarship has lifted the burden of paying textbooks and tuition. I 
appreciate your donations and the effects they place in my life. I cannot thank you enough.  
 

Marisol M University of Texas at Austin (NSHS Class of 2015, end of junior year) 

My name is Marisol Martinez, I graduated from Northside High School in 2015. I have been a recipient of the 11 ½ 
Street Foundation Scholarship for three years now. I am now officially a senior at the University of Texas at Austin 
class of 2019.  I would not have been able to finish my junior year if it wasn’t for donors like yourselves. Every year 
my financial situation brings me stress, even though I keep a very strict budget to help me get through the year. The 
11 ½ Street Foundation has eased some of that stress by helping me financially.  
 
I am pursuing a career as an occupational therapist and I will be graduating with a degree in Kinesiology, Applied 
Movement Science. Every year as a student I worry if I will be able to afford being here in Austin and to go to the 
University of Texas.  I have to wait to receive a notification from the university to inform me if I owe any money to 
the university based on my financial aid.  Once I start my classes, I have to make sure I have enough funds to pay for 
books and other online learning tools that are required by the class. I live off campus, therefore I have to pay rent 
every month and pay for bills. I decided to live off campus to actually be able to afford living here in Austin on my 
own. I share a four-bedroom apartment with other students. I also have to make sure I have enough money every 
month for groceries and transportation.  
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When I received this scholarship I decided to use the scholarship as soon as my Fall 2017 classes started. I knew this 
was going to be a tough semester because I was going to be taking upper division science classes and I was worried 
that a job to pay bills would be too much. I am so thankful I had the help from the 11 ½ Street Foundation Donors 
and other donors that helped me afford my class requirements and to only focus on my classes.  The 11 ½ Street 
Foundation Scholarship helped me purchase my books and other resources for my classes! I was able to purchase 
three very expensive books for that semester, and that itself was a relief.  I would not have been able to do well in 
my classes without your help. I ended the fall semester with a GPA of 3.67, which I am very proud of.  
 
Lastly, I am very grateful to be a recipient of the 11 ½ Street Foundation. I want to thank all the donors for their time 
and money, for helping students like myself achieve their dreams. I would not be achieving my dreams if it wasn’t for 
donors like yourselves. As always, one-day I hope to be part of this foundation and to help my community. Thank 
you. 
 
Natalie M Sam Houston State University (NSHS Class of 2017, end of freshman year) 

I would like to thank the team of 11 1/2 St. Foundation for giving me the opportunity to have an excellent 1st 
year of college at Sam Houston State University.  
 
Last summer, like any other post-high school student, I was nervous about what needed to be done before I 
started school in the fall. Being a first generation student, I had no idea what to expect for my first semester, 
but luckily, one year later, I know exactly how it is. By the end of my junior year in high school I knew I 
wanted to attend Sam Houston State, therefore I started discussing payments with my parents for a head 
start. My parents and I could afford supplies for my dorm, but we knew the main struggle was going to be 
the total tuition per semester.  By the time I was applying for scholarships during my senior year, I was 
blessed to receive enough assistance. This scholarship was the very last check that I sent to the Bursar's 
Office and it felt great to see a new balance on my account. It was very surprising to see how much a 
college student spends on just books. (it's very important to ask a friend if he/she has a book you need if not 
the best websites to check for rentals are Amazon & Chegg)  
 
I started my first semester with mostly B's and 1 C. I was very disappointed in myself because as a Top 
10% student in high school, I knew I could've done better. I had one professor that only graded 4 exams out 
of the entire semester, and for that class, I should've gotten more help. From experience, I knew my 
weaknesses, therefore this year I receive A's in all my classes and I couldn't be more proud of myself! It 
took sweat, tears, stress and sleepless nights but at the end of the day, I realized that my tuition was being 
paid for and I shouldn't be wasting time.  
 
Again, I would like to thank 11 1/2 St. Foundation for believing in students like myself to settle for greatness 
in college. I found a great support system at SHSU but to look back at home and realize it's not the only one 
makes me feel like I can aspire to even bigger goals! I wish nothing but the best to the next group of 
students who receive this scholarship!  
 
 

 


