
End of year summaries/Thank you Notes  
11 ½ St Foundation 2015-16 Scholarship recipients and others 

 
Hello donors! June  2017 

Marisol M      University of Texas at Austin (middle of junior year) 

I want to begin my letter by thanking all the 11 ½ Street Foundation donors, I have been blessed to be a 

recipient for two consecutive years. I am beyond thankful and grateful for all the donors who put their money 

and time to invest in students who have the potential to change the world and to achieve success. It is due 

to people like yourselves that many students are able to afford college and to gain that grit to graduate.  

I am a first-generation student, the first of a family of seven to attend college. Through my journey, I came 

across many people who discouraged me and who made me doubt my ability to attend college due to my 

parent’s socioeconomic status.  I am grateful for my family’s support and the donors who have helped me 

get to one of the best universities, if it wasn’t for you guys I would not be here. I am a Junior at the 

University of Texas at Austin majoring in Kinesiology, Exercise Science. My aspiration is to be an 

occupational therapist and specialize in pediatrics.  

My freshman year at the University of Texas was hectic to say the least, it was a mixture of trying to 

manage time, figuring out how to get around Austin, getting used to living on my own, finding out the best 

ways to study, learning how to prioritize my classes, trying to be more involved on campus while 

maintaining my classes a priority and lastly, paying for all my expenses. Some of the expenses included 

buying books, school supplies, rent, bills, groceries, lecture tools, and paying for any extra charges from the 

University. I can say that I was mostly stressed about my financial situation, I decided to live off campus in 

student apartments my freshman year to save money. Although I was aware of the different expenses, I 

was not aware of the amount of money that would be spent. The 11 ½ street foundation helped me a lot, it 

was due to the scholarship that I was able to buy all my textbooks, buy class tools and pay for my first rent. 

It was also thanks to the scholarship and other financial help that I did not have to work my freshman year. I 

was able to complete focus on my classes and to adapt to the new environment.  

My sophomore year went a lot smoother than my freshman year, I was no longer home sick, and I was able 

to manage my time and be more flexible between my classes, organizations and volunteering.  This year I 

was involved in an organization named SALUD, a public health organization that aims in promoting health 

to lower socioeconomic communities and underrepresented populations at the University of Texas. I also 

started volunteering at a kid therapy rehabilitation center three times a week. I learned how to cope with 

stress, which I believed impacted my performance in class, I ended my spring semester with 2 B’s and 3 

A’s. Overall, it was a great year.  However, one of my concerns once again this year was budgeting and 

saving money to pay all my expenses. When I found out I was selected to receive the 11 ½ street 

foundation scholarship I was very exited and thankful. After receiving my scholarship, I was able to pay the 

fee to become a member of SALUD, I was also able to pay my utility bills for the entire fall semester and 

beginning of spring semester.  

I want to thank you once again for your generosity, you are greatly admired and appreciated. Thank you for 

helping other students achieve their dreams and get closer to their goals. Because of you, I was able to 

focus on my classes and to afford going to college in Austin. I have gained so much knowledge and have 

grown so much as a person and I believe you have contributed to my journey. 

  



End of year summaries/Thank you Notes  
11 ½ St Foundation 2015-16 Scholarship recipients 

  Page 2  
 
Telijah P Queensborough Community College  

Dear Scholarship sponsors, 

 

I will forever be grateful for your contribution to my future. The money received not only paid for much 

needed school related items such as tuition and books, but also relived the stress and anxiety that often 

comes from having insufficient funds. Having one thing less to worry about helped to focus on school. I 

could not have been recognized as a high achiever on the Dean's list without it.  

 

I love college. I love the books, the hallways, the professors, and all the many fantastic networking 

opportunities! I have always had an insatiable thirst for knowledge, but was not permitted by extenuating 

circumstances to satisfy that thirst at the college level until last year. I have thrown myself into nearly every 

campus activity I possibly can. I am President of the Secular Students alliance chapter on campus, an 

active member of the Hospitality and Tourism Club, as well as Philosophy club. I intend to run for student 

government and am applying to several promising fellowships. I value these opportunities because they 

push my leaderships in unique ways I wouldn't be able to if I were not a college students and I wouldn't be a 

college student without your help. 

 

I want you to know that being a sponsor is  about more than donations. Your donation sends a message 

and that message is that I am worthy. If there is anything that a young person craves, it is validation. It 

signals that my potential is worth investing in. Your sponsorship is having a transformative effect on my life. 

It inspires me to pay it forward when I have the circumstances to do so. So once again, thank you, thank 

you, and thank you! 
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Cinthia G        University of Houston (end of freshman year)  

First, I would like to thank everyone who donated and made it possible for me and the other scholarship 

recipients to receive this scholarship. Thank you for believing in me and giving me the opportunity to believe 

in myself too. I feel very blessed and thankful for the financial help, and placing me a step closer from 

making my dreams come true. It was for people like yourself that made it possible for me to attend college.  

When I was in high school I looked for many scholarships to apply for, but many were not a match for me 

because I’m not a U.S. citizen or a resident. I was shut out of many doors and was very pessimistic in being 

able to attend college. My dad works in a low wage job and my sister was finishing up her first year of 

college. My parents supported her in any way they could, but they were struggling to pay for her college 

tuition. I told my parents I applied for a couple of scholarships but that it wasn’t definite that I would receive 

them. When I was told that I had received this scholarship I was full of joy and was beyond grateful. I knew 

that my dream of going to college will come true. The 11 ½ Street Scholarship made me realize that there 

are people who believe in me, that I can attend college, and that there are people who care about my 

education and my future. While many doors shut, some doors opened when I received this scholarship.  

This scholarship has helped me pay my tuition for the University of Houston Main campus I didn’t have to 

ask my parents for a lot of money nor did I have to worry about working and going to school at the same 

time.  On the contrary, I was able to dedicate my time and attention to school. College was challenging, but 

I made so many memorable memories. These past two semesters, with hard work and dedication, I made it 

to the Dean’s List. I am currently pursuing a Bachelor’s degree in Kinesiology exercise science and later 

plan to go to Graduate school of Athletic Training.  

 Once again, I would like to thank the 11 ½ Street Foundation and the donors for believing in me and giving 

me the opportunity to live my dream. As an undocumented student, I was told that after high school I was 

only able to work and couldn’t get an education because of my status. I am glad that you believed in me and 

helped me reach my goals to prove people wrong. There are no right words to express how grateful I am. 

Thank you for your generosity. I look forward to help students out just like you helped me.   
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Janet I        University of Houston (end of junior year) 

I am writing to thank you for the scholarship of $500 the 11 ½ St Foundation provided for my education and 
I am honored to receive. It's been three years the 11 ½ St Foundation has help me to continue my 
education. I am thankful and blessed. Not many have the help that the 1 1 ½ has provided me. Now I will be 
becoming a senior at University of Houston with the plan to obtain a Masters in Health Administration. The 
financial assistance you provided me helped me out tremendously in buying textbooks for my classes. 

I will like to share my third year at University of Houston. Currently, I am a mentor and a tutor in the 
Academic Achievers Program which focuses on Latino first-generation students by helping them to achieve 
academic success. As a mentor, I help freshman college students to transition from high school to college. 
It is important to me that I help other student overcome those struggles that could prevent students from 
continuing beyond freshman year. I am also part of the Challenger Program which is designed to assist low 
income, first generation college student to graduate from college. This program does not only provide 
academic and personal support but provides students with the opportunity to volunteer and give back to the 
community. It has not been easy but, I know I will be successful. 

As a first-generation college student, I encountered many common academic roadblocks that jeopardized 
my academic standing. Transitioning to a large college environment, and adjusting to the academic 
demands caused me to question my abilities. But slowly I gained my footing. I found support programs, 
joined organizations and improved my study skills. By my Spring 2016 semester I had transformed from a 
student who doubted whether or not I belonged in college to making the Dean's List. I am proud to say that 
I have maintained making the Dean's List every semester since. 

I just want to thank you again for the opportunity and assistance that you have given me. I am deeply grateful 
and vow to continue to work hard in appreciation of this foundation's efforts for students like me. Thank you 
for believing in me for I vow to continue to work hard and make you proud! 
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Alexis M     Our Lady of the Lake University (end of freshman year) 

I would like to express my gratitude for the scholarship that I received from the 11 ½ Street Foundation. The 

scholarship has allowed me to accomplish my lifetime goal of attending a university. It wouldn’t have been 

possible without the generosity of your donation. Coming from a low-income background, my dream would 

have stayed a dream and I wouldn’t have been able to achieve a higher education. With the scholarship, I 

was able to pay the remaining balance of my tuition, which my family wouldn’t be able to afford, and would 

have greatly suffered. This allowed me to focus on my studies and put all my energy into my work. It gave 

me a piece of mind knowing that others cared about my education and dream.  

Now that my first year is ending, I’m recalling all the wonderful experiences I’ve had here at Our Lady of the 

Lake University. I was extremely excited to leave home, and get the opportunity to explore more outside of 

my community. I was also very anxious being that I am first-generation student, but knew I received the 

scholarship because others had faith me.  

I am very proud to say that I have accomplished a lot even though it is only my first year. I made the Fall 

Dean’s List, achieved a 4.0 GPA, became head reporter for the university’s newspaper, and joined Kappa 

Delta Chi Sorority. Also during the summer, I will have the privilege to work on a documentary about the 

university’s pilgrimage to France. None of this would have been possible without the support of others. I am 

able to experience things that I wouldn’t have ever thought possible, especially traveling to France. I 

experienced have some hardships throughout this semester, but knowing that I was one step closer to 

achieving my degree, made the obstacles seem easy to overcome. I am excited to announce that next year, 

I will be a part of the Honors Program at OLLU and will continue to work on my psychology major for the 

next three years. With my degree, I hope to help those in need by becoming a clinical psychologist, the 

same way others have helped me.  

  



End of year summaries/Thank you Notes  
11 ½ St Foundation 2015-16 Scholarship recipients 

  Page 6  
 
Maritza G     Prairie View A & M University (end of freshman year) 
 
My name is Maritza García Mateos & I am currently attending Prairie View A&M pursuing a degree in 
Computer Engineer Technology. I am so blessed that you donated your money to provide for me to further 
my education. This scholarship really meant a lot to me because I come from a low income family with a 
single mother.  
 
It has been very rough growing up for my siblings, but I thank God we have come so far. My mother doesn't 
have the money to provide for me to continue my education as it's so expensive. When I found out that I got 
this scholarship, tears rolled down my face because it made me have hope that I will make my dream come 
true of going to college. I've always dreamed of going to college to have a good career and end with a good 
paying job so I can provide for my family so we won't have to struggle any more.  
 
I am very thankful and blessed to have this opportunity. Once again thank you so much for having such a 
kind heart to help those in need. This money was very useful so I could purchase a laptop. A laptop is one 
of the main tools needed in college and my mother couldn't afford one but, with the scholarship money, I 
was able to purchase a laptop. This money also helped me purchase other supplies such as textbooks. I 
had some money leftover and it was just perfect to purchase the books I needed.  
 
My first year of college was an awesome experience. It was hard to adjust in the beginning and being so far 
away from home but it was all worth it. Hard work paid off. I made some cool new friends. It's been pretty 
rough but fun at the same time. When they say college is hard, it's no joke but we just have to keep on 
pushing hard because at the end it will be worth it. 
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Jean L         Austin College (end of freshman year) 

Looking back to my first year of college, I can say it was something that I did not expect at all. It felt almost 

similar to the transition that I encountered moving to United States. It was a world where I didn’t know 

anyone, had no friends, and had no nearby family. College is different than high school. I regret not taking 

seriously some of the pressure that I was placed in during high school by my Pre-AP/AP teachers. Little did 

I know they were preparing me for college. I realized that, the small work that we were given to go home 

and study or to write 2-page essays was just a simple warm-up of what was ahead.  First of all, the work 

load was too much for me to handle. It was intense, work after work, study session after study session, and 

I found myself having no social life. For me it was even more work since I had soccer training every day.  

What made everything difficult for me was the ability to comprehend all high written English level textbooks.  

Time management was an issue because I didn’t know how to manage my time.  I didn’t know when I 

should study for biology or chemistry. I had no weekly schedule.  But luckily, I met an outstanding group of 

intelligent young men around the end of my first semester of college. These young men dedicated 

themselves to high standards as their fraternity was focused on academics.  They are members of Zeta Chi 

Beta a Fraternity at Austin College. I was able to join the fraternity my second semester in college. They 

helped and showed me how to study for classes, how to manage my time wisely, and how to be more 

sociable to start connecting with other students on campus. Truly and being honest, my grades shifted from 

F’s at the beginning of the semester to having B’s and C’s at the end of the semester after receiving their 

support.   

I could go on and on about my college experience, but I know I will be more prepared for my second year of 

college. 

 


